
DALBURY LEES PARISH COUNCIL (DLPC) 
 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Dalbury Lees Parish Council held on 
Monday 8th March 2021 via Zoom. 

 
 

Attendance:  Cllr P Coultas (Chair); Cllr J Archer; Cllr S Morris; Cllr S Trowbridge;  
Cllr C Timmins 
Cllr D Muller (SDDC); Cllr L Brown (SDDC) 

    Parish Clerk, M Fox and 1 member of the general public. 
  
28/21 Apologies  - Cllr J Patten (SDDC & DCC). 
   
29/21 Declaration of Councillors Interests - None. 

30/21  Public Speaking. 
 Resident spoke regarding the retrospective planning at the Cow. A hedge has been 

removed which on the application was not to be removed and they said that the area 
wasn’t previously used and this was incorrect as it was a seating area. This is the third time 
that they have started building retrospectively. Cllr Brown confirmed that these 
retrospective plannings have been received in larger numbers recently. 
 
SDDC - Conservative group has lost control of SDDC by one vote and Cllr Brown no longer 
head of planning but Cllr Mullen has retained his post as Chairman. 
 Elections are to be held on 6th May for Derbyshire County Councillors and for four District 
South Derbyshire Councillors. 
SDDC tax has gone up by only 1.5%  which equates to 1.5 pence per week for band E and 
this is the lowest rise in the UK. Derbyshire County Council is a bigger increase is 2.5% with 
1% going to social care. 
Police Authority has put in for a rise in tax to recruit additional police. 
The Local plan preparations are going ahead quickly and there is a lot going on behind the 
scenes, but is difficult due to do everything via zoom.  
The East Midlands Freeport was announced in the budget and includes Etwall and Egginton 
Common in the area that will be involved. It is giving our SDDC Councillors a lot of work at 
the moment. Cllr Brown did not know that it was successful and going ahead until the 
budget announcement although Cllr Muller as Chairman had been informed. It is excellent 
news for jobs (60,000) and will be the biggest site ever in this area being one mile by one 
mile perimeter. There will be no tax on imports and exports and low NI contributions. They 
are in early stages of the process. There will be manufacturing including Toyota on the site 
and will be a substantial impact on the area and may affect housing growth. A Liaison 
Group will be established with local Parish Councils along with Goodmans and Toyota. The 
site will major on green energy projects. However, people living on the proposed site will 
lose their homes and surrounding villages will be heavily impacted. Councillors have had 
residents contacting them who are very concerned and frightened at the moment 
regarding what is happening and Councillors are doing all they can although limited at the 
moment. 
Issues again recently with the waste and recycling bins but this should be improving. 

 
DCC – None. 
 
 



 
31/21 Items under exclusion of the public.  – None. 
 
32/21 Approval of the minutes of the Meeting of DLPC held on Monday 11th January 2021.  
 Resolved unanimously that they were a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
33/21 Chairman’s Comments. 
 Thanks were expressed to Cllr Archer who moved two trees on allotments before they 

were taken over by new allotment holders. 
 Two examples of fly tipping in the last week were reported and the waste dumped has 

been removed. 
 
34/21      Grazing field rent review and amended agreement approval. 
  It was unanimously agreed to keep the rent at £725.00 as last year.  Agreement approved 

after discussions regarding the hedge cutting. Clerk to send out new agreement and rent 
request at the beginning of April. 

 
35/21 Communications – Newsletter/Annual Report. 
 Newsletter is regarding information and the Annual report is about what has been done 

during the previous year, usually prepared for the Parish Meeting. A couple of emails have 
been sent out recently to the email list. It was unanimously agreed to prepare the Annual 
report but to leave the newsletter for the moment.  The Chair agreed to prepare the first 
draft of the report. 

    
36/21 Water ingress into tree planting area. 
  This is still of ongoing concern and there is some substance coming into the area. Cllr 

Archer to have a word with resident where the substance is coming from. 
 
37/21 Plan/schedule for Village Green cutting/weed killer application for 2021. 
  It was unanimously agreed that the Village Green needs a first cut where the grass is taken 

away. Cllr Timmins to see if Bradley Gell is still available to do this again this year. SDDC do 
the cuts ongoing but don’t collect the grass. If other cuts are needed with the grass 
removed, then this will be looked at, as and when required. Regarding weed killer 
application, Cllr Trowbridge has had a look and it doesn’t look necessary at the moment.  

 
38/21 Review of posts on Village Green. 
  Cllr Trowbridge has also checked these and all seem to be fine at the moment. 
 
39/21 Use of Village Green for exercise class. 
  Clerk to make contact and ask if he would like to meet Cllr Trowbridge and Cllr Morris on 

the village green to discuss his proposal in more detail. Obviously it is not able to happen at 
the moment as only two are allowed to meet in a public space. 

 
40/21 Missing junction sign at Dalbury Hollow. 
  This sign has still not been replaced. 
 
41/21 Website Accessibility. 
  It was agreed that the Dalbury Lees Council Website Accessibility Statement was fit for 

purpose. 
 
 



42/21 DALC Payment. 
  Agreed to go with the payment without training at £107.53 and clerk to pay in April. 
 
43/21 Allotment Water Supply. 
  It was agreed to switch the water back on in April. Trough has been displaced so 

Councillors to have a look at levelling it. 
   
44/21 Climate Change. 
  Climate Change Pack email from DALC forwarded to Councillors but contains nothing new. 

It was agreed to keep item on the agenda. 
 
45/21 Dalbury Lees Green Space Charity/land registry project. 
  This is still ongoing. 
 
46/21 Date for next meeting – Zoom only until 7th May 2021 currently. 
  The next meeting was provisionally agreed for Monday 26thth April via zoom and to hold 

the Parish Meeting at 7pm on the same evening prior to the Council meeting. 
  The Annual Parish Council Meeting was provisionally agreed to be held on Monday 12th July 

in the Village Hall (Covid lifting restrictions permitting). 
 
47/21 Pavements in Dalbury Lees. 
  Chair has sent a report in to DCC and is awaiting a reply. 
 
48/21 Book Club – Zoom meetings. 
  Cllr Trowbridge set up the last meeting for them and is happy to carry on for the next few 

meetings. Councillors agreed to this. 
 
49/21 South Derbyshire Covid Information Connectors. 
  Unanimously agreed not to get involved. 
 
50/21 Dog poo bins request. 
  At the moment Councillors do not feel that there is a need to have the bins as most 

residents pick up and take home. 
 
51/21 Village Green ‘event’ following lifting of lockdown restrictions. 
  It was felt by the Councillors that this should be something that the Social Committee 

should be involved with. 
 
52/21 Plannings. 
  DMPA/2021/0154 Black Firtree Farm, Unnamed road from The Green to Radbourne 

Common, Radbourne, Derby DE6 5BE. 
  Conversion of garage into a dwelling and use of the existing annex as ancilliary 

accommodation/holiday let. 
  ‘Objection’ regarding traffic on bend and no green proposals.  
 
  DMPA/2021/0122 The Cow, Dalbury Lees, Ashbourne, DE6 5BE. 
  Retrospective application for the erection of a single storey side extension to increase 

seating capacity of the bar/restaurant area. 
 ‘Objection’ on various issues particularly on recurring retrospective planning applications. 
 
   



53/21 DLPC year prompt and items for next meeting. 
  All items covered. 
      
54/21    Report of the Clerk. 
  a) Delimiter signage, still been replaced. 
  b) Letters for allotment rents were sent out early March, five already paid. 
  c) 20’s plenty for Derbyshire campaign. 
  d) East Midlands Freeport briefings pack sent to Councillors. (From Cllr L Brown). 
  e) Census Day – 21st March 2021, mainly digital, help for those not on-line. 
  f) Think Digital when contacting the police information put onto the web site. 
  g) Local elections will be held on 6th May 2021. 
  h) Funding and grants bulletin from DALC. 
  i) DALC Training Courses. 
 
55/21 DALC 
  February 2021. 
  March 2021 forwarded to Councillors since agenda sent out. 
  In the March Newsletter, regarding batteries for defibrillators, it is recommended that 

units should be checked weekly or even daily particularly in very cold weather. Ours is in a 
heated cabinet and there has never been a problem. It was agreed to keep the monthly 
inspections but to check it in the morning if there is a frost which is -3 degrees or lower.  It 
was agreed that all Councillors take a turn in doing the inspections. 

     
56/21  Finance. 

a) Accounts for Payment as per schedule were agreed and schedule signed. 
b) Income – None. 

  c) Income/Expenditure/Budget review for 2021/2022 agreed. 
  d) Payment from Allotment account of £154.66 was agreed and clerk to transfer. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
57/21   Items for Information only.  
  a) Correspondence from SDDC. 
   b) Clerk/RFO vacancies. 
   c) SDDC Flood Liaison Meeting was held 1st March 2021. 
   d) Free Webinar – Helping Local Councils secure external funding. 
   e) Latest news from Derbyshire CVS. 
   f) Active Communities & Health Team – Winter 2021 Newsletter sent to Councillors. 
   g) DCC Covid Campaign – correct information from their website. 
   h) PCC Hardyal Dahindsa’s Vulnerability Grant. 
   i) Booklet to increase safety in rural areas in launched. 
 

58/21  Date of next meeting – Further to above and following DALC guidance, the Annual Parish 
Council Meeting must take place in May therefore this will be held on Wednesday 5th May 
2021 at 7.30pm, with the Annual Parish Meeting taking place prior to this at 7.00pm. 

 

  Meeting finished at 9.30 pm. 
 


