Dalbury Lees Parish Council Annual Report for 2021 / 2022

This report is intended to be presented at the Annual Parish meeting on Monday 16 May 2022, to be displayed on Village
Noticeboards and on the Parish Council website.

The Parish Council has continued to provide emerging Coronavirus related information to Parishioners. The email
circulation list accumulated covers over 90% of the dwellings in the Parish. Feedback has been universally positive.

Sarah has collated and published an abstract of the DCC helplines information on noticeboards and email circulation.

The Council is responsible for the appointment of two local Trustees for the German Pole Trust every 3 years. George
Giles and Denise Morley were re-appointed in 2020. This Trust is able to provide grants to young adults entering tertiary
education or further training.

Much of the work done to repair / maintain / enhance the infrastructure in the Parish is carried out by Councillors who, in
general, do not charge for their labour. This has been the case for many years and helps reduce the cost of council tax for
the Parish.

Village Upkeep
A village green post has been replaced by Colin.
The defibrillator in the telephone box continues to be maintained.

Thanks to a grant from County Councillor Julie Patten a second defibrillator has been acquired by Phil and, by
permission of the Village Hall Trust, installed by Trustee Nigel Lee on the front of the village hall. The access code has
been publicised throughout the parish. Steve and Sarah have again run an awareness course for the Parish.

Through Colin, a first cut and grass collection has been commissioned and carried out on the village Green. An
application of weedkiller on the Green is imminent. Steve and Jim have kept the grass around the allotments in check.
The hedge around the allotments has once again been cut thanks to Jim Archer.

The 30mph delimiter sign near Black Fir Tree Farm was reported as broken in autumn 2019 by several people and is
now replaced.

Similarly, the junction sign approaching Dalbury Hollow from Mickleover was broken and reported by Phil — now
replaced.

The broken finger post on the Green has been reported by Phil.

Following the patching of pavement hazards in the previous year the opportunity was taken by Phil to express concern
again to the County Highways inspector about the state of the roads in the parish regarding potholes. This has resulted in
the lane from Long Lane to Dalbury Hollow being patched and having a top dressing applied. Very significant work
has also been carried out with the resurfacing of most of the lane from Dalbury Hollow to Dalbury Church.

Footpath issues occasionally arise and are reported to the footpath officer by both Parishioners and Council. The
footpath along the track to Woodhouse Farm has been cleared by a local contractor arranged by Jim.

The water supply to the allotments has suffered frost damage which has now been repaired, by Steve and Jim, with
two water troughs and isolation valves installed replacing two of the push-button taps.

Pavement incursions, both car parking and over grown vegetation, are a source of concern and parishioners are
encouraged to respect pedestrian needs.

The telephone box on the Green has been painted by a contractor organised by Phil.

Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebration

Two parishioners asked the Council to consider underwriting the cost of an event in the parish. This was agreed and the
event is scheduled to take place on Saturday 4 June. Contributions towards the event have also been received from the
Village Hall Trust, The Cow, the Children’s Allotment Plot proceeds and Derbyshire County Council Jubilee Fund.
Communications from the organising group are well in hand for what should be a very special occasion.
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Areas of Concern

Concern has been raised about speeding motorists in Lees. Information regarding signage and data collection has,
through Steve, has been researched both purchase and hire. The County Council has recently published guidelines for
enhanced signage which has added to the mix of ideas. Further discussion had been held in abeyance because of the
recent lockdowns reducing traffic in the Parish.

Fly tipping has reappeared as a problem in the Parish and has been reported by Parish Councillors and Parishioners.

It has been noted that there is occasional dog fouling on the main thoroughfares in Lees and in surrounding fields.
Would all dog owners please act responsibly.

Action on Climate Change

The council, through Sarah, has produced a Climate Change Statement and intends to keep this important topic as a
regular agenda item. Sarah has agreed to be the Council Climate Champion.

The Council took the decision to support the Queens Green Canopy project, linking to the Queens Platinum Jubilee
celebration, to plant a red oak tree on the village green. Jim procured the tree and aided by Phil planted it on the Green
together with a plague. This adds to other commemorative items on the village green: the bench bought by the parish to
celebrate the Queens Silver Jubilee and the Council acquired noticeboards to commemorate the Queens Golden Jubilee.

Another mix of spring bulbs has been purchased and planted on the village green and in Dalbury.
Development in the Village and Beyond

The Planning Applications reviewed / approved by SDDC included Swallow Corner, Old Barn, Radley, Lees Croft, The
Cow, Moston, Grange View. The Parish Council has made sure that potentially impacted neighbours are aware of such
applications and has itself commented as appropriate

Update on ongoing issues
The grazing field continues to be let for the small flock of sheep to flourish.

The commemorative Poppies were once again put up by Steve on lampposts / telegraph poles to help commemorate
national remembrance events.

Steps continue to be investigated to formalise the ownership and management of the Allotment Field as a whole — a
complex task which started in 1993.

The Snow Patrol was registered under the County Winter Scheme with Steve as Snow Warden. Community volunteers
are always encouraged to step forward. Steve and Jim did use some of the grit to help release the ice on both Lees
pavements and lanes using the salt and related materials acquired three years ago and supplemented by another load
from DCC in 2021 — thanks due to the Village Hall Trust for allowing storage on the hall site.

Parish Councilor Matters

Until recently Dalbury Lees Parish Council has been fully staffed by 5 councillors ably supported by a clerk. However very
recently Phil has stepped down from the Council for personal reasons so there is an opportunity for others to come
forward to cover the last year ahead of the next round of nhominations / elections in 2023.

There have been 6 Parish Council meetings since the last Annual report published in May 2021. The Parish Council has
reviewed and updated its financial risk assessment, standing orders, asset register, Equality and Diversity Policy, Privacy
Policy, Complaints procedure Data Protection policy, Accessibility policy. As the year has progressed a list of activities the
Council does on a regular basis is being accumulated to remind the council what needs to be done when for repeating
actions.

A big thanks is due to our clerk, Margaret Fox, for helping the Parish Council manage its business in the right way and to
our two South Derbyshire District Councillors, Lisa Brown and David Muller, together with our Derbyshire County
Councillor, Julie Patten, for advising and supporting the Parish Council in local Government matters.

Thank you

Phil, Steve, Jim, Colin and Sarah
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