
DALBURY LEES ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 16th May 2022 at 7.00pm, in the Village Hall. 
 
Present:  Retired Cllr P Coultas, Cllr S Trowbridge, Cllr S Morris, Cllr C Timmins. 
   Parish Clerk, M Fox, Cllr L Brown (SDDC); Cllr D Muller DC) and 8 members of the public. 
 
   Retired Chair Mr P Coultas agreed to chair the meeting and give the Annual Report. 
    
PM22/1 Appointment of Clerk for meeting. 
   M Fox was appointed clerk for the meeting. 
 
PM22/2 Minutes of the Annual Meeting 2021. 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th May 2021 were noted as a correct record.  
 
PM22/3 Parish Council Report. 

Mr P Coultas read out the Annual Report to the Parish Meeting (see attachment). 
 
PM22/4 Reports by Police, Borough and County Councillors and village and parish groups. 

SDDC – Cllr Brown expressed her grateful thanks to Retired Councillor Mr Phil Coultas for all his hard 
work and commitment over many years and for the way he had worked with SDDC and DCC. His 
attention to detail was mentioned along with his care for the residents of Dalbury Lees, particularly 
during the covid pandemic and before. 
There was little to report over the last year and it has been relatively quiet with regards to Dalbury Lees. 
However, during this coming summer another local plan will be coming out for consultation.  Both SDDC 
Councillors present said that they have enjoyed being back to face to face meetings. 

 
DCC – No report received, but Cllr Muller, on behalf of DCC thanked Mr Phil Coultas for his consistent 
work with the Parish Council over many years. 

 
 German Pole Trust – No report received. 
 
 Village Hall Trust – At the beginning of lockdown the funds stood at £20,000 but over the last two years 

they have received two payments of £10,000 from government and a bequest of £20,000 so now have 
£60,000. The Government want to know where the £20,000 is being spent so they are looking at where 
to spend the money.  They have looked at solar panels but it will take 13 years to get the money back so 
this is not looking viable. 

 Coming out of covid they no longer take back-to-back bookings so on occasions leave 72 hours between 
booking and therefore have cut down on usage and also have paid a cleaner to deep clean regularly so 
they made a loss of £4,000 last year and it may be the same this year.  They are looking to have a web 
site to advertise the Village Hall and have this linked with a booking website. They are also struggling 
with getting internet banking at the moment. They are also looking at maybe extending slightly at the 
back of the Hall. 

  
PM22/5 Parish Council Finance Report 

We started the last financial year with £7323.49 as the cash book balance and finished the year with a 
balance of £7143.84 so we are maintaining a similar balance. To date this year, we have received 
£800.00 Precept with £102.00 top up, VAT refund of £105.46 and £500.00 grant from DCC to help with 
the Platinum Jubilee celebration costs.  Including payments which will be agreed this evening we have 
paid out £1225.25 and the current balance is £7092.44. Other income during the next few months will 
be the second Precept payment of £800.00 and the concurrent payment which will probably be in the 
region of £1280.00. 
 

PM22/6 Any other items raised. 
Cllr Timmins spoke wishing Phil all the best with his health and thanked him for all his work over the 
years and said he had kept the Parish Council going in some difficult situations and worked particularly 
hard over the covid to make sure all the residents were OK and kept informed. Phil was presented with 
an engraved decanter from the Parish Council. 



 
Phil thanked everyone for their kind words but said it had all been a team effort and was leaving due to 
health reasons and thanked everyone for the gift. 

 
   The meeting closed at 7.35 pm. 


