
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Dalbury Lees Parish Council 

24 May 2023 

Present District Councillors Ian Hunter, David Muller, Andrew Kirke and Mike Forde 

01/23 Election of Chair from District Councillors 

Andrew Kirke District Councillor was appointed as Chair for the initial part of the meeting due 
to the issues with the election process and that no Parish Councillors had been appointed 

2/23Agree Co-options to Parish Council 

The Clerk read out the names of the proposed Co-optees for the Parish Council namely 

Stephen Trowbridge 

Sarah Morris 

Colin Timmins 

Jim Archer 

It was unanimously approved that they should be co-opted as councillors onto the Dalbury 
Lees Parish Council and the acceptance of office paperwork was completed 

3/23 Elect Chair for the Parish Council 

Stephen Trowbridge was proposed as Chair of the Council 

This was unanimously approved 

4/23 Election of Vice Chair 

It was agreed not to elect a vice chair 

At this point the district Councillors left the meeting 

5/23 Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies 

6/23 Comments from members of the public  

There were no comments from the public. 

 7/23 Minutes of the meeting of DLPC held on 9th January 2023 

There was an error on the date of the minutes and it was agreed this would be corrected. 
With this amendment the minutes were approved as a true record 

8/23 Chairs update 

The Chair gave an overview of some of the issues that had occurred during the recent 
months which had produced a negative impact on the excellent work that had been done by 
the councillors prior to this. Happily the work that had been undertaken by the new clerk with 
significant support from Margaret Fox means that things are improving 

 

I was agreed to purchase flowers/ and or a gift voucher for Margaret 

The Chair explained that he had incurred expenses of £66.29 relating to getting items 
printed and wished to claim this 



The Councillors unanimously approved this claim. 

9/23 Clerk update of review of Standing Order and related policies 

The clerk updated the Councillors on the Standing Orders and other polices of the Parish 
Council. Due to the issues that had occurred a full review of the documents had not been 
possible however the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been checked and 
were considered appropriate. A couple of changes would provide improvements and these 
would be submitted to a future meeting 

It was agreed that the Clerk would bring any amendments to the July meeting in the form of 
current wording verses suggest wording to avoid Councillors having to review the full 
document. 

The Clerk advised the meeting that a new code of conduct had been approved by SDDC 
and they would look at this to identify the benefit of adopting this. 

The meeting requested that the clerk review all the other  policies on an ongoing basis and 
report where changes were required. 

On the asset register the clerk stated that they would meet with the Chair to review this  and 
report back to the July Meeting 

10/23 DLPC meeting dates 2023/24 

The Clerk notified the meeting of the dates for the 23/24 and agreed to circulated them by e 
mail after the meeting. The dates were : 

July 10th 

September11th 

November 13th 

2024 

January 8th 

March 11th 

May 13th (Annual Meeting) 

All meetings would be held in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm 

11/23 Allotments 

The meeting discussed the situation at the allotments and it was agreed to keep this as a 
regular agenda item 

12/23 Reports from External bodies 

No reports had been received from the District Councillors or the Police 

13/23 Village Hall update 

The meeting discussed the situation with Councillor Timmins giving an update on the work to 
the floor that was now required due to rot that had been caused by damp. This meant that 
the support timbers were decaying  and the plan was to replace these with a solid floor. 

The Village Hall committee were asking what support the Parish Council could give them. 

The Councillors questioned why support was needed as the Hall had the funds to pay for the 
work, also had they approached the District Council for help. 



The meeting discussed the options and it was agreed to look at the Parish Council funding a 
social evening as a fundraiser for the Village Hall 

14/23 Funding updates 

The meeting discussed the situation around the need to replace the funding around the 
allotments.3 quotes had been obtained and it was agreed that the work should be started as 
soon as possible as the field was not rented at this time 

It was confirmed that the allotment account had the money to cover this expenditure 

The issue of the standpipe was also raised and Councillor Trowbridge agreed to do a 
temporary repair and the way forward could be discussed at the next meeting 

12/23 Insurance update 

The Clerk update the meeting on the situation with the insurance cover where the premium 
had increased by over 100% to £423 from £207.The Clerk confirmed they had been in touch 
with Zurich regarding the reasons for the increase but was still awaiting further detail 

The meeting agreed to delegate authority to the Chair and Clerk to put cover in place 
agreeing that if Zurich were unable to be more competitive alternative quotes should be 
obtained. 

 

13/23 Financial reporting 

The Clerk took the meeting through the Internal audit and the financial documents that the 
Chair needed to sign prior to them being submitted to the External Audiors and SDDC. 

The meeting discussed the reports noting the good Internal Audit outcome despite the issues 
that had been faced and approved the Chair to sign the documents. The Committee asked 
for the Clerk to provide each future meeting with and Income and Expenditure account so 
the committee were aware of the up to date financial situation 

14/23 Planning 

The meeting discussed the planning situation with BullsField farm which had a new building 
approved. The situation at Stonycroft was also raised and whether there had been any 
feedback from SDDC to the e mail the Clerk had agreed to send 

The Clerk agreed to follow up the situation and provide feedback by e mail 

15/23 Clerk update 

The Clerk provide an update on the website requesting approval for a training course which 
would cost £150. 

The meeting agreed to the training course and Councillor Trowbridge agreed to join the  
Clerk at the training. 

The Clerk also advised the meeting that they were liaising with the Pension regulator as the 
Parish Council are required to re-enrol this year. The Clerk was also going to contact the 
Rights of Way officer re the possible late submission of the invoice for the footpath 
maintenance.  

16/23 Items for the next meeting  

Allotments-Standpipe 

Field relet 



Cutting of green 

Coronation Tree 

Community speed watch 

Footpaths 

 

 


