
Minutes of the meeting of Dalbury Lees Parish Council 11 July 2023 

Present 

Parish Councillors Stephen Trowbridge (Chair), Sarah Morris, Jim Archer and Colin Timmins 

In attendance 

Councillor Julie Patton, Councillor David Muller, Councillor Andrew Kirke  

17/23 Apologies for absence 

None 

18/23 Public Comments 

PCSO Megan Taylor updated the meeting on Police action in the area. The chair requested that a 
police patrol could visit the area at the weekend to look at the parking problems around the Cow PH. 
Megan agreed that she would attempt to visit the area over the weekend to look at the issues. 

The chair raised a comment on the e mail that had been circulated by the Clerk about people selling 
door to door in the village. Megan advised that this was part of the scheme to support people who 
had been released from prison to get back to work. The system was based on each person having a 
permit approved by the Chief Constable. If residents are concerned they need to report it and Police 
will come and check the permits. 

Councillor Patten updated the meeting on items from the County Council including: 

Issues with processionary moth which is causing problems with oak trees and people suspecting 
problem with this should report it to the Council of Forestry Commission 

Adult care provision, there is a paper out for consultation regarding revised charges 

Pension credits, people are urged to check their entitlement 

Repair cafes are now in place around the county where repairs will be undertaken on small goods  

Free school meals and free eye tests for Children 

David Muller updated the meeting on issues form South Derbyshire district Council: 

There is a new cabinet member of Highways, Charlotte Cuppit. She is very interested in the current 
issues and looking at innovative ways to provide solutions  

On the freeport there are no new details, on Devolution there is nothing new except to say that 
there is a lot of work being undertaken and it should be approved in October 

On the local plan the results of the consultation should be available soon and once it was David 
would bring it to the meeting 

19/23   Minutes of the meeting 24 May 

A correction to 14/23 on planning was requested around Bulls field farm being outside the Parish. 
With this amendment the minutes were approved. 

 

 



20/23 Chairs comments 

The Chair commented on the damage caused by the lightning strike noting that the damage to the 
pole had been repaired. He gave his thanks to Colin and Geraldine for their work tidying up the 
village green. 

Thanks were also passed the Jim who together with Martin had taken down all the old fencing 
around the allotments 

The tidying up had continued with Woodhouse track being cleared along with Footpath 23, Footpath 
8 had been reported as being overgrown and needing attention 

The Clerk had received the PROW funding form and this would be returned. The amount available is 
£385 

21/23  German Pole Nominations 

The chair declared an interest and left the meeting 

The meeting discussed the 3 nominees and decided that the 2 people to represented the Council on 
the German Pole Trust would be Martin Tolley and Geraldine Trowbridge 

The clerk was asked to write to George and Denise thanking them for the service and also to 
Geraldine and Martin confirming their appointment 

22/23 Allotments 

The meeting discussed the installation of the replacement fencing looking at any work that might 
need doing to help with this. Once the fencing had been completed the field would need to be re-let. 
It was agreed to keep the rent the same and advertise in local post offices as well as on the website 
and the noticeboard. 

The Chair agreed to do the wording for the card for the post offices 

The standpipe was a problem as it is copper and very difficult to keep from freezing during cold 
weather. Troughs had been purchased to replace the other standpipes and it was agreed to do the 
same and replace the remaining standpipe with a trough. The cost was estimated to be £150 

This was unanimously approved. 

23/23 Coronation Tree 

The meeting discussed the planting of a tree to commemorate the coronation of King CharlesIII. It 
was agreed that the tree would be planted on the village green near to where the Finger post was 
and would be an Acer. It was also agreed to replace the Jubilee tree which had died with another 
Oak. 

24/23 Footpath maintenance 

The form for the funding is with Steve who will complete and return it. The main areas with be : 

Footpath 23 

Woodhouse farm track  

Footbridge area by sewage works 



 

Viv gave detail of a footpath over Grangefields which after discussion the meeting thought was 
outside Parish Boundaries 

25/23 Community speed watch 

The meeting discussed the situation with the Chair advising that he had found a number of 
volunteers for the village.  Megan said she would contact the Chair to complete the checklist also 
advising that the meeting that some dates were being looked at for training by Egginton  and she 
wondered if Dalbury could join this training. She advised the meeting of the dates and the Chair 
stated that 10th August would be the best date. Megan agreed to look at this and provide feedback to 
the Chair and Clerk. 

Andrew questioned why each Parish had to buy there own equipment as it was quite expensive . 
Would it be possible for villages to share the equipment to help control costs. The meeting discussed 
this thinking it was an excellent idea and one that the Council would support 

David added that funding for this may be available from the community funds that the various 
Councillors have 

25/23 Planning 

The Chair advised the meeting that the website had been upgraded to allow direct access to the 
South Derbyshire panning portal.  

David commented that he and Andrew were on the Planning committee and they could provide a 
link if there’re issues of concern. The chair raised an issue where a resident had comment on a new 
development where the planning permission had not had approval for the garden arable land to 
become residential yet a large structure had been built on it.  

Additionally the hedge at the front of the property was meant to be holly/Hawthorn in keeping with 
the local area but what has been planted is not this. 

It was agreed that the clerk would find the original letter and send this to the Chair 

26/23 Clerk Report 

The Clerk advised the meeting that: 

The pension regulator information had been updated 

The External Auditors PKF had confirmed that they had received all the information 

The insurance renewal had been completed at a reduced premium but the Clerk planned to 
undertake a full review for 24/25 

Finance the concurrent funding had been received and the new finance and payments spreadsheet 
had been sent out in advance of the meeting 

The meeting noted the new spreadsheet and approved the payments 

 

Date of the next meeting 11 September 2023  


