
 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Dalbury Lees Parish Council on Monday 16th September 2024 

held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

41/24 To elect a new chairman and sign the declaration of acceptance of office. 

 

It was resolved to elect Colin Timmins as Chair. 

42/24 To receive apologies for absence: none. 

 

Present: Cllr. C Timmins (chair), Cllr Y Clarke, Cllr J Archer, Cllr S Morris, Cllr M Butterworth. 

 

Also present: District Councillor Andrew Kirke and one resident. 

43/24 To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting, 15th July 2024, as accurate. 

 

It was resolved to accept the minutes unamended. 

44/24 To note any declarations of interest. 

To receive written request for dispensations for declarable interests (if any). 

To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate. 

 

No declarations or dispensations were required for this meeting. 

45/24 A period of not more than fifteen minutes will be made available for members of the 

public to raise any issues. 

 

A resident reported a possibly unauthorised development behind The Cow, one to the right of 

the duck pond. 

 

Another resident raised parking on pavements as an issue in the village. Cllr. Morris referred 

to a guide (written by Cllr. Butterworth) which outlines how to report illegal parking. Can be 

found by searching website or visiting https://tinyurl.com/dlpcparking. 

 

 

SDDC Cllr. Kirke gave reports: 

 

The bridge over the A38 near Willington will be undergoing work soon, and bridge work 

on further stretches of that road will cause some congestion and traffic issues for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

Part one of the Local Plan is now available to view on the Council portal and contains 

some contentious issues - one of the most pertaining to land south of Mickleover - a 

plan for 2500 houses and a new GP Surgery in the new village centre. Another 

development will be the Infinity Garden Village.  

 

Plans are being put forward for the decommissioning of the Ratcliffe-on-Soar Power 

Station. Five applications in the wider area seek to provision large battery storage 

facilities, cabling works in the roads around Willington will be required for at least the 

next five years; a new set of 45-55m high pylons will be installed between Willington 

and Chesterfield. 
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A spate of unexplained deaths in dogs around the district is being linked, rightly or 

wrongly, to weed spray that's being used this year.  

 

Cllr Kirke is in the process trying to establish a community responder group, given issue 

of ambulances responding in appropriate times. if you are aware of anybody that is 

interested, when I get the information, I will share it with you. And if you'll be happy to, 

share it amongst the people in the village. 

 

Cllr Kirke also agreed to set a January date with Cllr Morris for an update of the village 

defibrillators. 

46/24 To receive a list of receipts and payments since last meeting: 

Current Account 

9 July Village Hall July -£37.50 

10 July Clerk wages -£91.07 

10 July HMRC -£22.60 

10 July Cuttlefish -£522.00 

16 July Allotment Insurance Reimbursement +£51.89 

17 July EM Audit (internal auditor) -£70.00 

21 July Bank Charges -£5.00 

30 July Water Plus (allotment) -£30.43 

12 August Clerk wages -£121.16 

12 August HMRC -£30.40 

21 August Bank Charges -£5.00 

22 August Allotment Water Plus Reimbursement +£30.43 

22 August Reimbursement of wrong-way payment +£726.82 

Allotment Account 

16 July Transfer: Allotment Insurance -£51.89 

22 August Correction of wrong-way payment (£363.41) -£726.82 

22 August Transfer: Water Plus -£30.43 

 6 September Interest +£30.83 

 Reserve Account 

6 September Interest +£18.84 

 The accounts were viewed and received. 

47/24 Laptop and Services security report. 

 

The clerk reported that the laptop has ceased to work and will need to be repaired; they will 

report back later any costs involved. 

48/24 To adopt the draft Grievance Policy. 

 

It was resolved to adopt the draft Grievance Policy from NALC with amendments in line with 

current HR policy by Cllr Clarke. 

 

Further policies to be reviewed at the next meeting. 



 

 

49/24 To discuss climate matters. 

 

Cllr. Morris, our Climate Champion, suggested we might consider using the Parish Council 

mailing list for a Green Christmas message. Clerk offered to look into a newletter service 

such as Mailchimp. 

 

Cllr. Clarke raised the 2025 changes to recycling regulations and the likelihood of a 

consultation by the District Council in terms of waste collection, and the usefulness of 

information on reducing food-waste. 

 

Cllr. Morris suggested a spring event, possibly a sustainable clothing event or clothes-swap. 

 

Cllr. Butterworth talked about other events that had repair specialists, but that scale of event 

required a lot of energy and planning. 

50/24 To discuss and agree field contract and tenant arrangements. 

 

No current formal contract exists for the field and negotiation with a new potential tenant 

could happen.  

 

It was resolved that Cllr. Jim Archer may negotiate contracts for the field on behalf of the 

council. 

51/24 Emergency payment / reimbursement for post on green. 

 

Invoices for reimbursement were presented by councillors for small items related to the 

green. Further small repairs to be reimbursed when required. 

52/24 To discuss any planning issues including DMPN/2024/0373. 

 

Black Fir Tree Farm / “The Barn” – a commercial property is now being listed on holiday 

rental sites. Council to refer this to SDDC. 

53/24 To consider correspondence circulated to Councillors since last meeting. 

 

None received.  

54/24 To identify agenda items and business for the next meeting on Mon 18th November 

2024. 

 

Standing item for Parish Calendar items. 

Complaints procedure. 

 

  

Meeting Closed at 8:42pm 
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